Len Chandier, KELA's
“stafl s.ingeurvpoet,” [lirst
wraote madeto-order verse
wien, as a sixth-grade . si-

ent  in - Akron, Ohig, he
i gslmed a ‘love letter for a
{ friend at’ the hargaie base-
¢ ment price of 25 cents.

LI worked; lpo,” -remem-
+bers Len, the’ first resident
i singer hirddibyia radio station
Lip % years. ‘‘He married the
& girl in the twelith grade.”

i.‘ KRLA, situated in a bunga-
;luw next ~ta the "Huntington-

Rfieratan  Hatel, hasn't been

1}9 same “since Len’s songs,
well as - humorpus  skils
Eﬁsed on the day's events, he-
me & part’of ihe station’s
ntwscusts a monlh ago.

T

iy

Chandler, 33 was an initia-
lor and goiding light of 1he
topica] song movement which
grew out of the folk music re-
vival in the early 19605, and
which included soch other
§inger-poets as Bob Dylan,
Tom Paxton and Phil Ochs.

All have been called “chil-.
{he

dgren of Woody,” after
sengwriter of the Depression,
Woady. Guthrie, because their
sgngs, af firsl, were con-
cerned primarily wilh social
injustice. Woody wrote about
the role ol Wall Streel and the
dust. storms in driving farm-
ers [rom their lands and put-
“ting people out of work. Chan-
dipr, Paxton. Dylan and Ochs,
during the eivil righls move-
nient, wrote about {the casual-
tieg of racism. While their lyr-
jvs were often packed with
emolion, theiy melodies, like

Guthrie's, were always sim-
me, based on the blues or
country folk music and ac-
companied on a goltar.

While the songs of Paxton.
Dvlan and Ochs have since
beeome  nore  personal  and
complex, Chandler has re-
nrajhed primarily in the topi-
cdl bag, though his charming
children's song. "Beans in my
Eare"” shows that he’s equal-
v adept with light lyrics,

*

-Chandler’s songs always do
iare than fell a stery; ai hesl,
they provide {lashes of illum-
inating insighi.

T prefer 1o ook at the mic-
yocosm amd comment on the
mgcrovosm,” he explains.
Afhandler's father was a

.-'saxophune and clarvinet player
“in bands backing Billy Ecks-
tine and Lena Horne, and his
mother encouraged him fo at-
tend chamber musical recitals
ag a hoy in Akron, 1le took up
Ilse ohoe and [rench horn, and
eventually gol a master's de-
gger in music education al
Sgumbia,

1 New York Chandler
“Yrard folk music for the first
fime, Walter "Whiley"”
Lehrmagn, a friend [rom Ak-
ron, played him records by
Guthrie, Leadbelly and Big
Bill Broonzy. Down in Green-
wich Vilia ge’ s Washington
Square he listened to the Sun-
day lolk sinpers and met
Dave ‘Van Ronk.

"He was the first persoh T
‘ever heard flngerpick 8 gui-
tar,” Chandler says. ‘I
hocked my  hanjo-mandelin
Angd hought a Stella guitar for
s]ﬁ‘n

*
In addition lo helping him

Len Chandler at KRI.A

Len Chandler

By Bill Yaryan

learn the goitar, Van Roik
sang for the children at St
Barnabas House where Chan-
dler was a counselor.

“In the beginning T went
threugh a -period of ‘irying fo
be Leadbelly,” Chandler said,
"'& black sharecropper instesd
of a kid fram. Akron."

Singing at the Gaslight Cale
on Macdougal Street, where
Peter, Panl and Mary, and
other singers got their start,
Chandler concentrated on tra-
ditional material. Bul being a
rlassivally-frained  composer
who had also written music
for musica!l comedies  and
plays in school, it was not
long belore he began to wrile
his awn songs,

"“The [lirst lopical song 1
ever wrote was called ‘Bus
Driver,’ aboul an accident in
Greely, Coloradn, where 20
kids were killed, T saw Ihe
story in (he newspaper aml
wrote 1he song thal same day,
singing it that night at the
Gaslight. When I fihished the
audience wag silent. Tt {ook a
few minutes before they res-
ponded, not becavse they
didnt like it but because they
were moved.”

(“handler continued to com-
ment an the daily news with

-song (ke has lwo LFs of top-

ical and non-topical songs on
Columhbia) but whal was hap-
pening in the Sonth  dido'i
really hit home until 1983 when
he went fo Atlanta o attend
a conference on freedom songs
and Negro music,

Aceording to his friend, Ju-
Tius Lester: “Since {hat lime
he has increasingly used his
talents. not for his aggran-
dizement, but fer the “move-
ment,’ He is one of those all-
too-few name sinpers who ap-
prar at benefits for small or-
ganizations, where he won't
even pet any publicity for ap-
pearing, not to mention mon-
ey. He'l spend his awn money
I ga five hundred miles away
to sing for {he Poor People’s
Carporation of Mississippi or
the Freedom Democratic Par-
ty, For almost two years lhe
furned his apartment inio a
hodel for SNCC warkers lak-
ing roach peeded vacalions
[rom {he hattlefield.”

KRLA newsman Lew Irwin

Local Actor
In ‘Tartuffe’

The leatured yole of Valere
in Moliere's comedy ‘'Tarl-
uffe’ opening a {wa week en-
gagement at the Huntingion
Harvtlieord Theaire Monday
rvening will he played by Pa-
saflenan Mark Bramball, son
of Mr. and Mrs, Dexler
Bramhail, Burleigh Drive,

Mark atlended Dasadena
Polytechinic Scheool and later
siudied acting as a Fulbright
scholar at the Londen Acade
my of Music and Dramatic
Arts,

He Is now 3 member of the
American Conservatory. Thea-
tre, hased in San Francisco.
The ACT is sending two of lis

hrighiest productions to Los .

Angeles, ''Tartuife and Dy-
lan Thomas' *Under Milk-
wood”" (July 1527, Bramhall
appeats In path plays. |

Sings the News

met Chandler in Mississippi
where he was filming a docu-
menlary, “‘What Shail the
Harvest Be,” which eventual-
ly included three of his sengs.

He toi¢ Chandler aboat his -

ideas for & subjective, crea-
tive news format and two
years laler, when lhe idew fi-
nally bure fynit, he called him
in New York and invited him
le be KRLA's singer-poet, a
position the union couldn’t
even [ind in ils book (they
sellled un calling him a dise
juchey).

Two days after arriving in
Pasadena, Chandler was
handed his biggest challenge.

“I was home when 1 heard
that Ketinedy had been shot,”
he expiained, “'and I immedi-
ately returred (0 Lhe station
and began writing a sohg.”

The resull, “Circle Game,”
is superb:

“Let us grieve lor all men
who are felled by the vio-
lence

That sweeps through this land
like a death moetorcade;

Some vote with the hallot
some vote with the bullet,

And a hale vate from either is
as deadly as plague, . . .

The wrangs that we've dou-
bled will soen be quadru-
pied,

This Toul type of turnabout
knows na fair play;

The hate vivcle’s arder is ler-
ror and slanghter

And maourning each morning

Jor the deaths of each
day. ...
Aftey the funeral, he wrote:

“Lang lmes of mourners, lang
lines of the glain,

Long Tines at”the teletype
spelling oul the pain,

Long lines at the hallet box,
casting vates in vain;

Long lines, she long,
track

0Ol another

long

lonesome  train

Tucked away at a corer
desk in the KRLA bungalow,
plugs in his oars fo drown out
the mnoise, Chandler fypes
away at his old Remington
portaple, getting up every
new and then te look at the
leletype copy or io plonk out
a tune on his guitar.

“T gel here at 7 a.m.,” he
explained. “And I used fo
think 1 couldn’t write in the
morning, But I've found I'm
deadline oriented. The pres-
sure really helps me create.

“Woody Guthrle would have
really dug this, being able o
wrile songs about your reac-
tions fo what your hesd is
subjected fa. and then fo per-
form them [or a large audi-
rmee right away.™
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WINNER OF 5 ACADEMY AWARDS
SIDNEY POITIER ROD STEIGER
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“A Thousand Clowns"

With JAHON ROBARDS
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Older
Stars
Forgotten

By Vernon Scott

" It was Long John Silver jn
“Treasure Island” who raised
his vruich and railed at the
enemy: “Them that diell be
the Jucky ones!”

The rascally mutineer oI
Robert Louis Stevenson's clds-
sie might well have applied
his warning to.today's motion
picture stars, '

There are [ower dtsplrltmg
sighls than yesterday's idols.

You apd I go aboul our
work in anonymity. The hot
shot insurance salesman re-
tires conlentedly to iish. The
are welder may end up with a
chicken ranch, $he bus driver
al a retirentent  comusunily
playing shuflieboard.

K

Bul yeu and 1, the sales-
man, welder and bus driver
were never belaved hy hun-
dreds of millions of persons in
our lifetimes.

Our faces are unfamiliar
except to a hardf of friends

" and acquainlunces.

Bui consider the movie anid
television stars.

Whal happens when they
putlive their stardom? Some
gracelully acupi retirement.
Exam ples: Irene Thunne,
Claudelle Colbert, Jimmy
Cagney,

They are lhe exveptions.

Others become trunks, drug
addicts, snicides, menlal
cases or public spectacles,

Oune leading man of a de-
cade age Is under consiant
care af a male nurse, A hape-
leas aleohnlin. He's unable {o
work or function as a human
being,

His face is used up.

Cme of the leading glamnor
girls of World War 1I waits at
home for the telephone 1o
ring, hoping it's her agent or
even a man asking for a date.

8till anather once greal
beauty reams lrom country to
couniry, continent to conti-
nenl, in a relentless escape
from hersell. Al least among
{oreigners she is spared the
pity evidenl ‘on [aves fhal
once worshipped her as a sex
goddess.

A headline reperts the death
ol a cone-time star as ‘‘acel-
dental overdose’ aof drugs.
The story comes from a
friend or z family doctor,
sometimes a member of the
family. But it is stretching the
truth.  Suck deaths among
stars are rarely accidental.

Those stars who see the end
ol their careers sometimes

prolong  their  public lives
through surgery.
*

Face lilts are commonplace
ampug belh male and [emule
performers, Hair transplants
rejevenate the receding hair-
lire. Cosmetic surgery will
hide the wrinkles and crows-
feet for perhaps abolher two
or three years.

The tragedy lies not in the
fact that the {ading star faces
economic disaster, bnt that he
cammnt rteconcile himself to
becmning a has-been. Yer it is
as inesrapable as death itself.
Every generation has its
“now”?  people, ils “'today”
stars.

Oldlimers musl be pushed
aside to make ropm for the
Warren Beattys, The Beatles,
Julie Andrews, Sean Conner-
les, Mia Farrows and Faye
Dunaways.

I is they who draw the
shrieks of the crowd at a pte-
miere while a Lana Turner or
Ray Miliand may slip past un-
hoficed,

Television” is ,a - temporary
escape hatch for the ex-movie
slar. He or she — one a
prince ar princess of celluloid
— announees a new video se-
ries adding that the slow pace
of.movies or Jack of challenge
has opened new wstas on the
smait 1ube.

They fail, however, to face
the {arts,

Movie stars twn to televi-»
sion as a last resort, The-

work s harder, the hours
longer, the kow-towing dimin-
ished, the pay less.

Should 1ie sevies succeed it
may prolong a farcer for
years. If it fails, generally all

is lost, save perhaps the de- -

meaning stock company.
Long Jolin Silver knew
ihere were worse lhmgs than
detth,
AR RO LK,
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Dinah Shore

Dinah Shore §
Keeps Busy

Dianal Shore a coloratura? “Well, hardly,” the colorful
enlertainer sel the record slraight with a Jaugh, “Just he-
cause 1 plan to sing with some line symphony ovchestras
this summer doesn't mean I'm about 1a hit ihe scales. I'm
nat at all like that mountain climber who has 1o scale Mt
Fvercal just because it's there. I'm mare the -lerra firma
kind. I'l stick to what T know.”

And what Difah knows is quite considerahle—chiefly
that a girl has to move perpelually to keep up with ihe

‘changing warld, Accerdingly she's stepping into new pas- -

tures, having long since conguered the recording, lelevisici
and night clsb fields,

“T'm going to start the cancerts al the Universily of
Tennessee in Knoxville on June 23." she points oul. '“The
lagt time [ was there was when our leam at Hume
Toge High School in Nasghville traveled lhere and [ wenl
along as cheer-leader. But 1 hope nobody looks up those
dales,"

1t ‘was that cheer-leading chare, in fact, that kayoed Di-

nah's career as an operatic soprano. ‘‘My siging teacher

tired to make me a Lily Pens for a couple of weeks, then
nanded me an olitimatum: Tt wuld have to be either cheer-
leading or singing. One would have iy go, She couldn’t com-
pete with the foggy quality I was getting in my voice. So I
pickerd cheer-leading,” she recalls,

" Dinah is also heading for Lhe beautiful new Performing
Arts Center at Saratoga Springs in New York on June 27. T
onght te gel in a litde tennis and golf while up there in those
glorious surronndings,” she said wistfully,

On June 29, she'll he at Clowes Memprial Hall in Tndian-
apolis and then will fly for an affair of the heart in Chicago.
Therg, on July 1. she'll give a benelit perlormance with her
good friend Mahalis Jackson for underprivileged children,

“That marvelous lady is doing such [ineg work for so
many people. [ feel privilezed to be asked to appear with
Makalia,” she said with [eeting.

Appearances with lhe Washinglon National Sysmphony in
Columibia,- Maryland. en July 3, and with the Cleveland
Symphony on July 5 and fi, ¢onclude the first phase of the
stimmer concerts. That doesn't seem to leave much time for
Ieisure, but Dinah makes out.

ST Hew e Birmingham revenily to play golf for chari-
ty,” she said. "“And guess who else was there? Julious Bo-
ras, Billy Casper and many top pros like that. 1 had a chance
1n take some lessons, and it really helped. I managed to hit
that hall an average of 240 yards! 1 guit right there while I
was ahead. I've never losl a lesson” she laughed,

. ¢
. Always on spme sork of a new kick, the singer has boen
concentrating vecently oh needlepoint: *The way I'm going
I'll cover every piece of furniture in the heuse.”

What about TV—is she still 4 heldout?

“Nat really,” she states, “and Tl point to my record. Af-
ter all, I did a couple of/Ed Sullivan guest shots and 1 did a
million spots for Rowan and Martin's ‘Laugh-In.”” Oh, and 1
made my talk show debut recently, appearing en the To-
night Show with Johnny Carson. I thought T might talk too
mach, You know, I'm a Southern girl and 1 never use one
word when a thousand will do. We received such pood re-

sponse on our only special lasi season, the Nashville Sound,

that 1'd like 10 do a few mare, Also, ITm poing to do the
Lucy Show next fril. I'd havdly qﬂy T was off TV. Don't you
agree?”

IDinah rould make Averell Hnmm:m and Ho Chj Minh-
agree,

‘Mame’ Delights "Em®
AtCivie Light Opera:

Two of Broadway's fop
musical shows are currently
drawing large crowds of en-
{hnsiastic theatregoers io the
Music Cenler [or whal many
have vniced as one ol the fin-
est seasons ol summertime
thealre entertainment in 1he
history of fhe Los Angeles
Civic: Light. Qpera. .

Angela Lansbury in her ori-
ginal Broadway rolc of “Auntie
Mame,” in Lhe musical version
of the famous slage play,
“Mame” joyously romps
through situation after sltua-
tion in_ her hectic [ree-wheel-
ing social whirl to educate her
voung nephew Patric Dennis
in the ways of {he warld, al lhe
Pavilien of The Music Cenler.

Across the Music Center
Plaza, 1he Almanson Theatre
continnes to pack Tem in al
"Cakaret,” the musical block-
buster ahout the pleasure
loving Berliners in the jazzy
era of 1929-30,

Signe Hasso, T.eo Fuchs and
Melissa Hart head a large casl

that [eatures Robert Salvia,

Gene Rupert, David Rounds,

and Catherine Gaffigan.
I a manner ol speaking

hoth “Mame” and “Caharel”

represent Broadway moved 1o
Los Angeles.

In preparalion as the final
evenl of the currenl Civie
Light O[JEld. seasan is |'Rosa-
linda,” starring Jean I'cnn,
Cyril Rilchard, and Hans Con-
ried with the Wiere Brolhers,
scheduled to open Sepl, 3 in
| the Pavilion

1 Efk Ho ol ronmll th Rotemead Bled.
795.3566
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“PRIMAL SEX. .LARTHY HUMOR |
.. WONDERFULLY SLY.. CHARM. 5
ING AND POICHANT COMPRE.
HENSION OF THE PSYCHOLOGY
OF SEX "

"8 CIRL TELEGRAPHER WHOSE
SEDUCTION 1S SURELY ONE 0F
THE GREAT COMIC ERDTIC

SEQUENCES [H FILM RISTORY "

guess who's|§
coming
to dinner

Spencer Sidney
TRACY POITIER
Katherine
HEPBURN
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{ PLUS 214 BIG HIT!
“Don’t Just Stand There”

ROBERT WAGNER
MARY TYLER MOORE

Con't. Perlirmances en “Gireen
Berets” slarflng Wed,
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AWARD
WINNER
"BEST FOREIGN FILM"
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