By RAY DUNCAN

The death of a radio station |
is one of the strangest rituals. -
of modern times. Such a cere-
meny is about fo happen here. |

Pasadena radio station
KRLA is doomed. As the offi-
cial death-date, May 1, draws'
near, the expiring victim is
being surrounded by an im-
patiett erowd of people, each
of whom is eager to push the
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mx'pse aside and take its place.

This circle of mourners may
eventually number as many as
30. They have closed so tightly
around the victim that they
have earned an angry rebuke
from Kenneth A. Cox, member
of the Federal Cammunications
Commission in Washington. He
deplored “the ghoulish inter-
est” of the interested parties
who are watching KRLA
expire. -
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Meanwhile, fo listen to
KRLA, yowd never know it
was sick. Or perhaps it is
more accurate to say that the
raucous backwoods wailings,
known as rock '’ roll, which
come screaming out of it in
death, sound o different than
they did in life. ;

Never has a radio station
seemed healthier while
perishing.

KRLA is one of the most
prosperous radio propecties in

a Southern California. Its value,

with a broadcast license
{which it no longer owns) has
been variously estir to be.

“frequency on a “keep

ones are these:

San Gabriel Valley amounis
to perhaps a million dollars
ayear. -

Several Iocal groups are
seeking the soon-to-be vacated

in-Pasadena” platform. Usable
radio. frequencies are scarce.

The extinction of KRLA, in
any case, will raise mere ques-
tions than it answers, Among
those giiestions the pnnc.gﬂl

1—Who, if anyone, will take
over the 1110 - kilocycle radio

anywhere from four to seven
million dollars. Tts audience is
huge. Some polls piace KRLA.
above all Southiand radio sta-

tions in average listening audi-_

ences, others have it fighting
with KFWB for first place.

1 KRLA’s 43 employes go about

their work in the station head-
quarters in the Huntington-
Sheraton Hotel as'if unaware

»reach this decision?

now
occupied by KRLA?
2—How long will it take to
3—What will happen to the
frequency in the raeantime?

One Question
Raises Others

‘That final -question” raises
several others. Will tha station

of their well forth-

and its d dur-

Tt e,

None of them has ever men-
tioned anything on the air
ahout the station’s difficulties
Everybody but KRLA has been

doom.
That doom was sealed about
two months ago, when the last

appeal failed from' the Federal
b G T o ks

talking about its impending )

sur" Tt so,"the pi propesty
drop in value while if is Lelw
fought. over. That fight con-
ceivably could last as long as
two years, ot more, while the
would-be occupants of the fre-
quency debate before the com-
mission and ix the courts.

Or will KRLA be allowed to

ruling that the station’s license
would not be renewed. That
ruling followed many months
of hearings and reviews aris-

! ing from charges that the sta-

tion had failed fo fulfill its pro-
gramming promises, and had

| been evasive i’ its dealings

with the FCC.

The question of what hap-
pens_to the KRLA frequency
is a vital one for Pasadena.
It is possible that the facility
may b moved out of this city
by- FCC decision, or by the
new owner. Whatever its artis-
fic or musical merits, KRLA
isa i Tocal

continue on an in-
terim  basis, durmg the de-
bate? This could mean that
the long-predicted silencing of
the much-criticized and much-
listened-to rock "’ roli station
may be postponed another two
years or more.

Or will some other kind of
interim operation be worked
out by the Commission, to keep
the valuable frequency alive
during debate?

If an interim operation of |-
any kind is worked out, what
will happen to the very healthy
profits being produced by the
station, which sometimes has

voice, and its leaders say ifs
' payroll and spending in the

more: for comamer-
Tuin’to Page 3, Column
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(m]\ than it can accommo-
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! One of the immediate q\' 5
tions is, how many

ill try to get the KRLA ru\-
quency? That will be answered
1soon after March 31, the dea
; ine set by the FCC for receiv-

ent, according
to some estimates. Yet his
station, as a going concern
with a license, is worth sev-
eral million dollars.

worth of eq
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1~ is likely that most appli-
ons wil arrive at the last
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gh stakes, and each
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s proposals
stressing public serv

ce, cul-

tural treats, news analysis in
depth, popular appedl, or
worthy musical fare.

10 to 30 Rumored
Vying for Frequency

So far'all is ramor. But at
tio_proups have made

for

the frcquz-n\':y.

num-)r.
however, has it that the final
list of applicants may range
anywhere from 10to 30.

Several well-nown persons
are rumored to be potential
plicants but without
conformation so far - from
themselves.

Among them are Bob Hope,
Art Linkletter, wealthy oilman
Edwin S. Pauley,
Jesse Unruh, controversia
Jeader in state Democratic

i The owners of
adio  station
also has

KFOX reported
Ionging for the ill-fated
quency on which KRLA
bout to gasp out its last
Beatle record.

Several Pasadena groups are
pwa o be m
Principal among th

neuverin;
m, inst

far as present information
goes, is the group known as

California  Reg ad-
casting Corporation, headed
by Wesley 1. Dumm as presi
dent,

Dumm is the former owner
of broadeast stations in the

an Francisco area, and now

cants.




“+4a Pasadena resident active in
“civie and cultural institutions
uch as ‘the Pasadena. Play-
house, On several recent oc-
casions he has quietly rescued
the Playhouse from severe fi-
nancial difficulties, £

His group includes Howard
“|P. Ahmanson, chairman of

and David Crandell, vice
president, who is a former
hroadeast arency  evoentive



:

4 hoard at Pasadena Playhouse
Two long-time Pasadenans, at- £
diomey Stanley L. Habhn and
dpanker M. D. Jameson, are $

and current{;kha‘iman of the

affiliated with this group.

They have indicated in let-
fers fo the FCC and fo Jocalp
people that they plan a com- g

Aplete change of direction for
I KRLA, if they should get its§

frequency and a new-license. £
They talk of a cultural sta-

tion devoted to classical mus
and discussions in depth, with

very few commercials.
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4! to sell beyond about $100,60¢

Most startling of all, they
declare that they won't really
worry about making money—

Regional is not concerned with
the commercial potential’” and
“will not be disappointed if
it-operates dt a deficit.”

Concern’s Worth
Runs Into Millions

This lofiy declaration no
doubt will be matched by
others among the applications
finally submitted. And all of
them may be quite sincere.
The economies of this entire,
ritual are a very peculia
process indeed. For example
s present owner, Don-

license, really has very Jittl

or, as they put, “California [

Cooke, ‘shorn of hisg




worth of equipment, according
fo some estimates. Yet his
station, as a going concern
with a license, is worth sev-
eral million dollars,

Consequenily the new own-
ers, whoever they may be,
probably will be paying less
than $250,000 for a potential
‘multi-million-dollar  property
(about $100,000 for plant and
equipment and antenna site,
and perhaps another $150,000
to get through the long and
costly hearings that lie
ahead). Thus, even if the
station operated at a loss for
many years, it might repre-
sent an excellent long-term
business investment. Heuce
the swarm of potential appli-
cants..

The scramble for the dying
station may turn out to be
long and bitter. The under-
cover mutterings have already
included some ugly implica-
tions. Even this newspaper
was struck a gratuitous blow

by one of the Pasadena appli- |

cant groups, who said in a re-
cent letter fo the FCC that
“because of the monopoly of
the press in our community
we have a great opporfunify
o be of real service through
a new radio station.””

Even by conservative esti-

mates, this will be a five-
million-dollar f.g‘ﬂ: Before it
is over, the noise it makes
may <numi as savage as
KRLA's customary rock 'n
roll. - - .
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